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ASK MAX
Dear Max, what can you tell me about “red mange”?  My puppy was just diagnosed with it.  
The scientific name for “red mange” is demodectic mange, and you will be happy to know that it is not 
contagious and can be treated successfully in 99% of cases.  The demodex mites exist everywhere, 
even on humans, but only get out of control when the immune system is suppressed.  This disease first 
needs to be diagnosed by a veterinarian looking at a skin scraping under a microscope.  Symptoms 
include hair loss, sometimes in round patches, sometimes generalized, especially around the face and 
legs.  Treatment can consist of shots, a specialized dip called Amitraz, antibiotics, and/
or topical ointments.   It can take as little as four weeks or as long as several months to 

get the problem under control.  Stress is a very important factor in the recovery process.  If the dog is happy 
and not stressed, treatment will be shorter and more successful.  To decrease stress, an indoor life is the 
best.  The disease can reoccur and need to be treated again.  Because the suppressed immune system that 
causes demodectic mange is an inherited problem, dogs diagnosed with this disease should never be bred 
because their offspring will inherit the problem.  I have seen hundreds of dogs come through Peewee’s with 
demodectic mange, receive treatment, get well, and live happily ever after.  

THE BENEFITS OF MICROCHIPPING
Here is the story of how a microchip saved a dog named George:  This 6-year-old mixed terrier was 
brought to Peewee’s after being found in Flour Bluff.  He was matted and scabby, and it appeared 
that he had been on the streets for some time.  Upon scanning him, we found he had a microchip, 
and we were able to locate his owner.  The owner was a young man, originally from Austin, whose 
parents had given his dog away against his wishes when he went off to college five years ago.  No 
telling how many hands the dog passed through before it ended up as a stray here in Corpus.  The 
young man was thrilled to hear from us and travelled all the way from Amarillo (where he now 
resides) to Corpus Christi to pick up his long lost dog.  It was a beautiful reunion.  A lost pet, safely 

returned to his owner: Is there a better reason for microchipping?  Talk to your veterinarian about how 
to get your pet chipped and protected.  A microchip is a permanent form of identification that, unlike tags and collars, cannot 
be removed, lost, broken, or stolen.  There is no such thing as too many safeguards to enable your pet to come home if lost, 
and this is an economical and sure way to ease your mind.  At your vet clinic, the doctor or veterinary technician can insert the 
chip via a hypodermic needle under the skin between an animal’s should blades.  Inserting a microchip usually causes no more 
discomfort than a routine vaccination.  Most veterinarians and animal shelter workers who recover lost pets routinely check 
for microchips.  When you move or change your phone numbers, simply contact the microchip company to update your new 
contact information.  Remember, a microchip is useless without being linked to the most current information.  To ensure you are 
aware of all the company’s procedures, ask your veterinary team’s questions about the specific microchip they recommend.

WIN A QUILT
Our friend, Eva Bender, who is a long time Peewee’s volunteer, has donated another quilt in her effort 
to encourage your donations.  This quilt is a 3 Irish Chain design in beautiful earth tones that she made 
in 1985.  It is sized for a double bed.  Each person that donates $50 or more from now until December 
31st, 2011 will be entered in a drawing to win the quilt.  Eva turned 88 on October 20th and is still 
going strong.  Once again, thank you Eva! 

VOLUNTEER OF THE QUARTER - PRESTON HARDCASTLE
Preston joined our Junior Volunteer Corps in May 2009 at the young age of 10.  He has consistently 
helped us on Saturdays and Sundays at Petco for the past 2 ½ years cleaning cages and walking dogs.  
Preston has an uncanny sense of what a scared pet needs and magically socializes the worst cases.  He 
is our dog and cat whisperer, and thanks to him, many pets that were unadoptable when they arrived 
have found a wonderful home!  He has three dogs and two pussycats at home, one of which is from 
Peewee’s, a black Lab/Basset mix that didn’t stand much of a chance of being adopted.  Preston, now 
12, continues to be an important part of our team.  All of his donated time and expertise really amounts to 
many thousands of dollars in labor.  Thank you Preston, you are an angel made of gold.  Peewee’s Junior Volunteer Corps is for 
kids ages 10 to 14 who love helping animals.  If you would like more information, please call us a 361-888-4141.

KITTIES WITH TOO MANY TOES
Regular cats have five toes on their front feet and four on their back, for a total of 18.  But polydactyl 
[pronounced pol-ee-dak-til] cats boast more toes, usually on their front feet.  The first scientific record of 
polydactyls was in 1868.  They were mostly found in the Northwestern United States and 
Nova Scotia.  One theory is that the first mitten kittens were brought to America by English 
Puritans in the 1600s.  Polydactyl cats often found their way onto boats because sailors 
believed they were good luck.  They were widely recognized as top-notch mousers, and 

their extra toes were rumored to give them better balance while sailing the high seas.  
Polydactyl cats also keep good company.  Famed American writer Ernest Hemingway 
became a fan after a ship’s captain gave him a six toed cat.  Descendants of that cat still 
live in his Key West home, which is now a museum.  And President Theodore Roosevelt’s 
poly kitty, Slippers, was one of the first cats to purr around the White House.  Here at 
Peewee’s, we have several polydactyl kitties awaiting a home, plus over 100 with normal 
toes that need a home too.  All adult cats are spayed/neutered and free to a good home.  
We even have a good number of declawed pussycats waiting to be adopted that were 
found in the streets of our city.  If you are a cat lover, make it a project to save a kitty from 
a lonely shelter life this holiday season.  If you are unable to adopt at this time or can’t have 
more, please tell all your friends about our cats.  Maybe you can help a few kitties find a 
family for Christmas.

ALL IN A DAYS WORK
Tuesday October 25th.  7:00 am - I received a call from a person driving to work on Saratoga letting me 
know that she just saw someone leave a cardboard box by our mailbox.  Well, it had two black puppies in it 
who we named Jo and Mo.  9:00 - As we arrived at Peewee’s, a City Park and Recreation truck was in our 

parking lot.  They found 5 mangy puppies who were dumped in a box at Greenwood 
pool.  9:30 - A nice lady showed up with a deformed kitten who we named Pete who 
she found at her daughter’s school.  His front legs are bowed and he walks like a crab.  
10:00 – An older couple from an RV Park in Ingleside brought Susie, a friendly female 
feline with a badly broken front leg that required amputation.  11:00 – When I went to 
the post office, and Bobby was busy vaccinating the 7 puppies from earlier, someone 
dumped a cage with 5 kittens at our office door.  12 noon – A lady brought us Peapie, 
an old scabby Chihuahua with a rotting eyeball coming out of its socket.  She had 

found her in the parking lot of the City Health Department on Horne Road.  1:00 pm - 
Ingleside Animal Control shows up with 2 dogs, a Schnauzer and a Pomeranian, who 
we had agreed to take so they would not be euthanized.  We named them Fluffy and 
Helga. 1:30 – An extremely matted poodle arrived who was found in the Molina area.  
He was heartworm positive and we named him Shyshy.  2:00 - Bones, a very skinny 
Chihuahua mix, arrived after being found at HEB parking lot on Port Avenue.  2:30 - A 
family found a kitten in the laundry room of the Park Apartments on Weber in an enclosed 

l i t t e r  b o x with a note stating that she was “FREE”.  We named the kitten Lucky.  2:45 – A man 
showed up with a run-over puppy that he picked up on Agnes.  She was unable to walk, 
but turned out not to have any broken bones.  She had massive soft tissue and nerve 
damage.  Laser therapy was required to fix her, and we named her Sasha.  3:00 - A man 
pulled up in a pickup with a German Shepherd.  His neighbor moved and left the dog 
with him saying he would be back in three days.  Two weeks later he still hadn’t heard 
from him, so we took Duke in.  3:30 – I received a call from a car wash on Baldwin saying 

that someone left a skinny mangy dog tied to the vacuum cleaner.  They didn’t want to 
touch the dog, so I got in my car and went to get her.  I named her Blackie and promised 
her we would keep her safe.  4:00 - A trucker pulled in who found this matted male Shih-
Tzu wandering on County Road 37.  Of course, he was heartworm positive.  We called 
him Harry. 5:00 - A man stops to let me know he just saw a bloody pit bull tied to a pole 
on Old Brownsville Road.  I rounded up help and we went and got him.  He was covered 
in demodectic mange, and we named him Bobbie.  Thank God the day was over.  Some 
went directly to the veterinary hospital and others to foster homes.  We filled every foster 
home and even had dogs in the office.  The total expense between treatments, grooming, 
assorted surgeries, spaying/neutering, vaccinations, heartworm checks, and heartworm 
treatments cost us $2,390 in necessary veterinary care alone.  And that’s not counting any 

daily maintenance. All of this was possible because of you and your generous donations.  
We could not do this without each and every one of you.  We at Peewee’s and all the 
animals thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
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Happy Holidays!

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Happy Holidays!!! 
Yes, it is that time of year when people are a little friendlier, more caring and 
more generous when it comes to their fellow man.  I guess that’s why they 
call it “good will toward men!”  At Peewee’s, if we could, we’d paraphrase 
it as good will toward men and animals!  Speaking of “good will toward 
animals,” thanks to you, our valued supporters, 2011 has been a good year 
for the organization. 
As of this newsletter, we have saved 1,200 animals and with Christmas 
just around the corner we hope that adoptions will increase.  Giving a 
puppy or a kitten as a gift to your children or spouse will be the kind of gift 
that can give unconditional love for years to come, so consider us when 
making that Christmas gift list for your family. 
While 2011 has been good to us, our day to day costs have increased dramatically.  Most affected are the costs of freight 
delivery, food and medication.  I can assure you we shop around for the best prices available and pinch pennies whenever 
possible.  I am happy to report that at present all of our bills are paid off and we are financially solvent, but the financial 
cushion is gradually getting thinner and thinner.  So please, as you give to charitable organizations this holiday 
season, remember YOUR Peewee’s.  We would not exist except for good people such as yourselves. 
May all of you have a safe, happy and prosperous holiday season and New Year’s. 
Sincerely
Alan W. Garett D.V.M.
President, Peewee’s P.A.W.S.

1307 Saratoga
Corpus Christi, Texas 78417
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Peewee’s Wish List
• Money, money, money
• Homes for Senior Dogs
• Foster homes
• Volunteers
• Paper towels
• Bleach
When planning your estate, 

please remember 
Peewee’s in your will

Thanks to our Sponsors!  Dr. Zofia and Jack O’Shea • H-E-B • 
PETCO • Zachry Construction • Albert & Paula Kessler • PETSMART 

• Everhart Animal Hospital •  Animal Clinic of Flour Bluff • 
Gulf Business Printing •Hest Fitness Products • Herndon Plant Oakley, Ltd. 
• NavyArmy Credit Union • Broughton Electric, Inc. • Tejas Veterinary Clinic • 

Hedrick Oil & Gas, Inc. • Texas Molecular Limited Partnership • 
Michael K. Dyer, CPA •  SCCI Payroll Services • 

Annette and Melvyn Klein, Jenna Klein, and Jacqueline Klein-Stroyman

Without your tax-deductible donations 
we would not be alive. Help us find 

homes.  Please donate so that others 
may be saved too.

www.peeweespets.com
Hours of Operation: 10:00am - 5:00pm Daily

1307 Saratoga, Corpus Christi, Texas 78417   (361) 888-4141 Winter 2011

I need a home.  Please come adopt me.

94¢ of every dollar donated goes directly to the animals.

Pause Event at Tavern on the Bay 
@ Harrison's Landing

CHECK US OUT AT www.peeweespets.com

FOREVER GRATEFUL
Thank you to Annette and Melvyn Klein, Jenna Klein, and Jacqueline Klein-Stroyman for their $2,000 contribution this fall 
towards our fencing replacement and heartworm treatment program.  Your kindness is always very much appreciated.
Thank you to the American Advertising Federation Corpus Christi Chapter for the PAUSE Event held at Tavern on the 
Bay at Harrison’s Landing.  It was a smashing success.  Several thousand dollars were raised by the AAF 
and participating sponsors for Peewee’s, which included Frenchie’s Kitchen, Petsmart, Barkaritaville Pet 
Resort, K-9 Coach, PawPics, Annette McPherson Photography, and Bruno’s Bath House.

Thank you to the Corpus Christi Medical Center, which includes Doctors Regional 
Hospital, Northwest Regional Hospital, Bay Area Hospital, and The Heart Hospital, for choosing 
Peewee’s this year as their Holiday Charity.  The drive includes collecting food, supplies, 
and money for our shelter.  Last year they raised $9,000 for their Annual Holiday Charity and 
according to their spokesman, this year should be the same or 
even better.  We are indeed eternally grateful to all those folks 
who work at all those hospitals saving lives.

WINTER FUNDRAISER
Lend a hand to save a paw!  “Picture Your Pets With Santa” will be held inside  in 
Moore Plaza on the following dates: Saturday & Sunday December 3rd & 4th from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
We will also be doing “Picture Your Pets With Santa” inside  at the Kohl’s Shopping 
Center Saturday, December 10th and Saturday, December 17th from 1 to 5 p.m.  Bring your cats, 
dogs, ferrets, birds, horses, cows, etc., for a lovely memory photo.  $5 from each photo purchased 
will be donated to help out the homeless animals at Peewee’s.

Come adopt a doggie!
Come adopt a kitty!

Sponsor of the Winter 2011 Newsletter! 

Everhart Animal Hospital
Animal Clinic of Flour Bluff


